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FIVE POEMS AND A GROUP
THE

CINCTURE

OF

CHASTITY

My lord and master went upon crusade.
I am thefkind of faithful wife he made,
Who in my dungeon that I wear with me
Am all that bars compel a wife to be.
My flesh is loyal and I keep );lis trust.
The lock is stout until the iron rust.
J'm to commend, whom never man assails~
A value kept, and proved by worldly scales.
But what my lord no doubt an hour forgot,
Was how the heart may stain t the flesh may rot,
The tender touch be frayed when fancy frays~
Confined in iron and by pure dispraise.
THREE

PRAYERS

FOR

A

SORT

OF

REDEMPTION

Irene, or Peace
She said she wanted to say farewell to debauchery,
So I said, Okay, get up and·say farewell.
But her statement was signed with a signature that was a forgery,
For I met her later·ensconced in state in hell:
She nad married well; she had married a hellish noble;
She was Countess C., and had given him three sons.
I visited. them once in Laguna; her shape was supple
As she moved among her guests and the sound of guns.

The Brand
The unscrupulous woman, adverting to her youth,
The saga of past willingness,
Mused on and on in the foggy peninsular dusk;
To whom I listening from 'clinical motives only.
Was yet as one consumed by the memory of past jealousies.
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